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only be a stage on the journey to the total abolition of Chris-
tianity, the fight against which is not a mere philosophical fad of
the National Socialists but an iron necessity of their system.
Amid this struggle of Christianity for the most elementary rights
of existence, rights which are much more seriously jeopardized
than by Bolshevism, it is an irreparable injury to the honour
and greatness of this faith, and of the institution incorporating
it, when it is made visible to all, as happened at Vienna, that
decisions are arrived at by that institution on the basis not of the
principles of morality and faith but of practical expediency and
discretion. This is only a repetition in the church of what
happened among the German Nationalists and Conservatives.
National Socialism is not to be overcome by coming to terms
with it, but only by a clear, open, absolutely unflinching
struggle.
It may well be that nothing but the plain evidence of the
destructiveness of the nihilist revolution will furnish the ethical
Fronde of which I spoke with active political determination.
It may be that it will be necessary for the Catholic and
Protestant churches to lie prostrate before all men's eyes as
victims of this destructiveness. I do not myself feel that matters
will come quickly to a head in Germany, though they may.
But if they can at any time without the nation having to pass
through the total anarchy of complete nihilism, it will only be
through the active intervention of this ethical Fronde.
Nationalist ideas are not enough for the shaping and ordering
of a nation; nor are Socialist ideas. Neither of these principles
can make good the defects of our time, and the imperialism
of the nineteenth century is no longer practical politics. Still
less can revolution save us from the sequelae of the ague that
shakes Europe. What has now to be overcome is the dictator-
ship of violence, which draws its destructive energies from the
directionless revolution, a revolution merely for revolution's
sake. No longer is revolution the bringer of freedom, of ethical